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In	our	opening	Collect	for	today	we	prayed,	God increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, 
and charity; that we may obtain what you promise, [and] make us love what you 
command. 
	
Jesus	replies	to	the	Pharisees,	“‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is the greatest and first 
commandment.  And a second is like [and equal] it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’  On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” (Matt. 22:36-
40) Jesus continues to stress that focusing on your relationship with God is what is the 
most important thing in life. Everything else flows from that relationship. The love that 
we have for God will be reflected in how we treat others in our lives. The Greek word for 
love in this passage is agape, unconditional love. The love that doesn’t judge, but accepts 
people where they are in the moment, as Jesus met people in the moment.  
 
As I walk around campus and go to various meetings at ODU, one of the constant 
refrains that I hear from students is that they are spiritual, but they don’t want to be 
involved with a church because they have been bullied by Christians telling them that if 
they don’t believe in Jesus and follow a particular set of rules they are wrong and “lost.”  
The first half of life we need structures, we need the rules and boundaries so that we can 
grow knowing what the limits are in our lives. People need structure in their lives to grow 
as healthy individuals who are secure enough in knowing who they are, so that they can 
reach out to others they encounter on life’s journey. Richard Rohr writes about 
encountering those who didn’t experience healthy forms of structure in their early lives. 
He wrote in one of his daily meditations: 
When I was a chaplain at the Albuquerque jail there was a lot of talk about 
religion.  Most people there had wasted the first half of life on alcohol, promiscuous sex 
and drugs.  Their life had been chaos.  They had an immense need for emotional purity 
and ego structure.  Usually their religion was considered the only true religion, and they 
would invariably become very morally rigid about one or two select issues.1 

What the students that I encounter on campus experience is those who are insecure in 
their own lives. Who still need rules and strict structures. They haven’t grown into a 
fuller relationship with God that allows them to truly love your neighbor as yourself. 
Those religious authorities who were confronting Jesus, still lived by the rules, they 
hadn’t fully grown into the commandment to love your neighbor as yourself. They were 
still focused on their own power and status. Jesus in his parable of the Good Samaritan 
told how we are to treat everyone that we encounter, regardless of our cultural basis. In 
the parable the ones that the victim could have expected assistance from intentionally 
passed him by while an “outsider”, a Samaritan rescued him.  

When we reach out to help another we never know who it maybe that we are helping or 
how it can change lives. There is the story of a poor Scottish farmer. One day, while 
trying to make a living for his family, he heard a cry for help coming from a nearby bog. 
He dropped his tools and ran to the bog. There, mired to his waist in black muck, was a 
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terrified boy, screaming and struggling to free himself. Farmer Fleming saved the lad 
from what could have been a slow and terrifying death.  
 
The next day, a fancy carriage pulled up to the Scotsman's home. An elegantly dressed 
nobleman stepped out and introduced himself as the father of the boy Farmer Fleming 
had saved. "I want to repay you," said the nobleman. "You saved my son's life."  
 
"No, I can't accept payment for what I did," the Scottish farmer replied waving off the 
offer. At that moment, the farmer's own son came to the door of the house.  
 
 "Is that your son?" the nobleman asked.  
 
"Yes," the farmer replied.  
 
"I'll make you a deal. Let me provide him with the level of education my own son will 
enjoy. If the boy is anything like his father, he'll no doubt grow to be a man we both will 
be proud of."  
 
And he did.  
 
Farmer Fleming's son attended the very best schools, graduated from St. Mary's Hospital 
Medical School in London, and went on to become known throughout the world as the 
noted Sir Alexander Fleming, the discoverer of Penicillin.  
 
Years afterward, the same nobleman's son who was saved from the bog was stricken with 
pneumonia.  
 
What saved his life this time? Penicillin.  
 
 The name of the nobleman? Lord Randolph Churchill  
 
His son's name?  
 
Sir Winston Churchill.2   
 
By loving our neighbor as ourselves we are forced to shift our attention away from 
ourselves to the other person. In both the parable of the Good Samaritan and the story of 
Churchill and Fleming the rescuer put their focus on helping the one in need rather then 
on themselves. Amy-Jill Levine in her recent commentary on the parable of the Good 
Samaritan relates how Martin Luther King Jr. when preaching on the parable said, “I’m 
going to tell you what my imagination tells me. It’s possible these men were afraid. . . . . 
and so the question that the priest and the Levite asked was, ‘If I stop to help this man, 
what will happen to me?. . . . But then the Good Samaritan came by and he reversed the 
question: ‘If I do not stop to help this man, what will happen to him?’  
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Martin Luther King Jr. then went to Memphis to support the striking sanitation workers 
and was assassinated. As the author Amy-Jill Levine says, there are bandits on the road.3 
As followers of Jesus Christ, we hopefully have had the structures and rules that we 
needed when we first began our faith journeys so that now we can reach out to our 
neighbors from the place of knowing God’s love for us in our daily lives. The Episcopal 
Church has a saying, God loves everyone no exceptions. Jesus is urging us to live it out 
in our daily lives. We are to love the Lord our God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind. And to love your neighbor as yourself. This is the first and 
greatest commandment. It is not easy, but Jesus never said that being a Christian would 
be easy or safe.  He said to follow him, love God and love your neighbor.  
 
The Jewish Law had 613 commandments. Jesus gave us two commandments. Then he 
sent his disciples into the world to bring forth God’s kingdom by following those two 
commandments, love God and love your neighbor. How we do that can change the world.  
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